
It goes without say-
ing that these past 
couple of years in ed-
ucation have been 
unlike anything our 
Fellows could have 
been prepared for. 
This pandemic has 
brought on many 
challenges and strug-
gles, all while our Fel-
lows navigated the 
intersection of educa-
tion and social justice 
daily. We connected 
with Alumna Fellow 
Kailyn Gilliam and 
asked her to share 
her thoughts about 
being a Fellow. We 
also asked her how 
being an alumna of 
AAATF has shaped 
her work with stu-
dents. Kailyn was a 
part of AATF”s Co-

hort 2019, and she 
teaches English at 
Jack Jouett Middle 
School in Albemarle 
County. We hope 
you enjoy Kailyn’s 
story below. 

 

My journey to and 
through AATF is spe-
cial. This opportunity 
came when I was at 
a crossroads, decid-
ing where I was go-
ing to go next. I 
knew that my jour-
ney to teaching was 
encouraged and sup-
ported by my experi-
ences growing up 
and I knew that I 
wanted to be that for 
someone else. In this 
program, I was sur-
rounded by people 

who look like me, 
who pushed me 
to be better every-
day, and who in-
spired me to use my 
position as a teacher 
to give each student 
in my classroom the 
love that I received 
from my own teach-
ers growing up. It is 
here that I have seen 
positive role models 
inform, change, and 
transform the space 
of education in this 
community, and for-
tunately, been given 
the opportunity to be 
a part of that work as 
well.  
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While our goal for 2021 was to resume in-person programming and events, the pandemic re-

quired us to reimagine our approach again. This meant we had to pivot and host our 9th Annu-

al Celebration of Fellows virtually again this year. Even with this change, you all showed up and 

supported! We invited nearly 150 guests to gather live in their homes to join us to celebrate. 

The event recognized four Fellows: Christen Edwards, Kyndia Riley, Siobhan Saul, and Marquell 

Woodson. In addition to sharing about their experiences during the 2020-2021 school year, 

each Fellow highlighted the role that AATF played in their journey as beginning teachers.  

We thank you all for supporting this great event, and we look forward to celebrating in-person 

in 2022! 

P A G E  2  T E A C H E R S ’  N O T E S  

Thank you to our sponsors :  

2021 celebration of fellows  

Fellow Partner 

UVA School of Education & Human Development 

 

Gold Apple  

Ron Tweel 

Virginia Humanities 

Martin Wren, P.C. 

 

Red Apple 

Ann Welch   

Green Apple 

Madison and Pat Cummings 

Greta Dershimer 

Barbara and Jay Kessler 

Alton Taylor 

  

Fellow Patrons 

Emily Dooley 

Destinie Thomas  

Jennifer Underwood 



Teaching. This led me to be-

ing certified in these areas, so 

I could lead at my school. It is 

this program, from the profes-

sional development opportu-

nities, like the Black Teacher 

Project to the Summer Insti-

tute sessions that honed my 

skills and helped me earn a 

Golden Apple Award in just 

three years.  

 

Teaching in 2020 and 2021 

was not for the faint of heart, 

but luckily for all Fellows, we 

had AATF. We had a commu-

nity of educators who were 

linked together. We had each 

other to problem solve, to in-

novate, and to create a new 

way of teaching. We had the 

support of Jaime and Tamara 

This program has given me 

the confidence to be a leader 

in my building, and to take 

risks for the sake of my stu-

dents - especially during the 

pandemic. Because of this 

program, I have completed 

three successful years of 

teaching, where I accepted a 

host of learning opportuni-

ties. It is alumni fellows, like 

Brandon Readus, who 

pushed me to seek out leader-

ship opportunities in my 

school, which led me to be-

coming the Diversity Re-

source Teacher in my building 

during my second year of 

teaching. It is alumni fellows 

like, Destinie Thomas and 

Marian Dorsey, who encour-

aged me to pursue certifica-

tion in Culturally-Responsive 

to help whenever we called. 

Because of this program, I 

have blossomed into a Black 

educator, who is making a 

difference in the lives of chil-

dren. I have become my own 

version of the teacher I want 

for all students.  

 

 

 

P A G E  3  

AlumnA reflection cont’d  

We want to congratulate two of our Alumna Fellows: Desiree Conner and Kailyn Gilliam 

on being named as recipients of the 2021 Golden Apple Award for their schools! 

In the past 7 years AATF  is proud to have had 7 Fellows receive the Golden Apple Award. 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

Golden apple award winners 

Desiree Conner 

Greenbrier 

 Elementary  

Kailyn Gilliam 

Jack Jouett 

 Middle 



Our newest Fellows came together this summer for the 

10th Annual Summer Institute. In addition to building 

relationships with each other, they had the opportunity 

to participate in professional development led by the 

Black Teacher Project and meet Alumni Fellows.  

 

Feedback about this year’s Summer Institute included: 

• "This experience was so rewarding. Getting to know 

other teachers with the same goals as you is such a 

great thing.“ 

• All Black educators need to attend this, because it 

felt so good! It was like Black teacher therapy." 

• "I loved connecting with Alumni Fellows during the 

Institute!” 

 

We look forward to hosting the 2022 Summer Institute 

again next year! 

ence may be given to people 
seeking endorsement in the ar-
eas most critical to the needs of 
local school systems, but all k-
12 areas of endorsement will 
be considered. 
 

Do you have 
someone in mind 
who may be a 
good fit for our 
program? Have 
them contact our 
Program Director, 
Jaime Hawkins at 
Jaime@aatf.org.  
 

We are now accepting appli-
cations for new Fellows . All 
new fellowships will begin in 
the summer of 2022 
 
We are looking for applicants 
who are academically compe-
tent, are willing to 
work with other fel-
lows and with men-
tors, are interested 
in living and teach-
ing in the Char-
lottesville/ Albe-
marle area, and are 
enthusiastic about 
education. Prefer-

The application is available on 
our website: www.aatf.org.  
 
  

 
   

2022 Fellowship applications 

10th Annual Summer institute  


